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1845.] Progress of Peace Principles, 101 

how cardinally opposite are the principles of Christianity ; they form a deep 
and everlasting division between the right and the wrong. They strip sel- 
fishness of its disguise, the robe of patriotism, which it so often has worn. 
They detect at once the sophistry of every attempt to vindicate violence, 
and rapine, and fraud. On the one side they place pride, and malice, and 
revenge; on the other, meekness, and forgiveness, and long-suffering. 
They mingle no light with darkness. Here are the friends of peace, — there 
are the men of strife. If there be war, the Christian is not in the battle ; 
his hand is not stretched out for slaughter : he is not defiled with the blood 
of his brother man. He is set apart, — consecrated ; his faith has given 
him the white robe of innocency ; he is a light to the world ; he is to 
show the overcoming of evil with good. 

Beautiful, most beautiful, now appears this religion of love to those who 
before were the enemies of a faith which had been shown to them only by 
the point of the Christian's sword ! The pure, and lovely, and heavenly 
traits of character gladden the hearts of all men. There is now hope for 
the world ; for Jesus, the lamb-like, the enemy-forgiving, the self-sacrificing, 
has been lifted up, and draws all men unto him. How powerful now the 
Christian church ! Every member of it has become a successful missionary 
of the cross ; the waters of salvation rush over the world ; the desert blos- 
soms as the rose, and the waste places bear fruit unto the Lord. And men, 
changed from brutes, which rend and destroy, have become as angels, 
echoing and re-echoing the song, " Peace on earth and good-will towards 
man." Away, then, the sword from every Christian's hand, at once and 
for ever ! 



Progress of Pcaee Principles. 

Not many years since, on the formation of a Peace Society in one of our 
seaboard towns, the editor of a newspaper refused to insert a notice of a 
meeting of the society, even as an advertisement. Mark the change. We 
know of about thirty newspapers which are the champions of the cause, in 
its full radicalism, and the columns of many hundreds are open to the free 
discussion of the subject. 

Not many years ago, the public meetings of the friends of the cause 
were thinly attended. Now, large audiences are most generally collected. 
The people are ready and anxious to hear ; and more has been spoken and 
written on peace during the last year, than for five years previous. The 
public mind is beginning to be excited ; men are waking up all over the 
country to the consideration of the subject. 

A few years since, William Ladd was, as it were, alone in the field ; 
within a few weeks, at one meeting, there were fifteen ardent, eloquent 
men who pledged themselves to make this subject their prominent work ; 
and these are but a few compared with the whole number of active, 
efficient men who lecture on the subject. There is a stronn- host in the 
field. 

In another way, may we note our progress. In the early stages of the 
reform, the friends of peace were assailed with sarcasm and ridicule. This 
has passed away. With the exception of a taunt now and then from the 
editor of some partisan paper, the friends of peace are treated respectfully. 
Such are the learning, the blameless lives, the stirring eloquence, the sound 
discrimination of many of the advocates of peace, that it has become credit- 
able for a man to rank himself as one of the number. 
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Again, in the early warfare, — to borrow a military figure, — the peace 
principle was most violently assailed. It proved itself impregnable. The 
champions of the militia, army and navy, now act on the defensive only, 
contenting themselves with their vindication on the score of expediency alone. 

But strange as it may appear, the task of defending the army and navy 
has devolved on the Christian ministry ! not as a body, for we have very 
many warm and influential friends among the clergy ; but we mean that 
every labored effort which has appeared of late, apologizing for the military, 
has been from clergymen. We now remember eight of these labored de- 
fences of the military system from eight ambassadors of the Prince of Peace. 

Even this is passing away. We believe that the number of clergymen 
ready to preach on battle anniversaries and militia musters is rapidly dimin- 
ishing. It is now difficult to obtain one of high standing to do this work. 
A very distinguished minister was applied to, to act as chaplain at the cele- 
bration of the fourth of July. He accepted; but on the condition that there 
should be no military display. Such men are honored even by the military 
themselves. 

The clergy are coming up to the advocacy of peace as a body. If not in 
this country, Jhey are in England ; for one hundred and ten sermons on peace 
were lately preached in London on one Sabbath. 

Another sign of the times : Charles Sumner, Esq., of Boston, well known 
for his learning and talents, delivered an oration at the Municipal celebration 
of the fourth of July in Boston. Before the military, encountering all the 
prejudices of the day, he most distinctly and most eloquently enforced the 
Christian principle of peace. He rebuked the war spirit and it quailed 
before him. No advocate of peace ever spoke more boldly, — more strongly. 
We are told that the audience were most deeply impressed. This full and 
firm avowal of Christian principles will give Mr. Sumner a reputation over 
the civilized globe. His oration will be more read, will have a greater 
influence on the Christian world, than any other which lias been delivered 
since the declaration of independence. 

Will the clergy longer hold back, when laymen thus come forward for the 
advocacy of the pacific principles of their Master? — Christian Citizen. 



Peace 3Iovements Abroadt 

The London Peace Society held its annual meeting in Finsbury Chapel, 
May 20, 1845. From the twenty-ninth Annual Report of the Secretary, 
we present our readers with the following abstract of the doings of the 
Society, during the past year : — 

" In no one year," says the Report, "of the Society's existence, have 
the pacific principles of the gospel made so much progress." Among the 
labors of the Society during the past year, nearly 270 lectures and meetings 
have been held ; more than 64,000 persons addressed, and at least 6,000 
signatures to the Society's declaration obtained. Six consecutive lectures 
have been delivered in the Hall of Commerce, London. But the most 
interesting and important movement which is mentioned in the Report, is 
the simultaneous delivery of thirteen peace sermons in Birmingham, on the 
16th of February, and upwards of one hundred and ten in London and its 
vicinity, on the 11th of May. Agents of the Society have visited many 
sections of the country, forming auxiliary societies, lecturing on the subject 
of peace, and obtaining signatures to the " peace pledge," which, in the 
true Washingtonian spirit, declares total abstinence from all wars, as 
"inconsistent with the precepts of the gospel." Nor have the operations 



